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Cosmopolis
by David Cronenberg

Do not forget the razor blades if
you watch the latest movie by
Cronenberg

You might need them for the incursion
into the apocalypse in the latest film by
the genial and quite paranoid Canadian
filmmaker (Toronto, 15 March 1943,
unknown time, but with a Natal Chart
dominated by a wide Sun-Neptune
opposition), based on the Don De Lillo
novel by the same name.

The latter was published in 2003 and
it is dramatically prophetic. The novel is
about the probable end of a civilization
based on the world of virtual money

where men have become merely the extension of a global software in which
only (apparently) super-sophisticated algorithms matter.

These are the only ones who can control the yuan for the sharks of
finance like the young protagonist Eric Packer (Robert Pattinson) who one
day leaves Wall Street, on his enormous limousine, to go to his barber on
the other side of the Big Apple.

His car, where he spends most of his time, is a sort of big womb
modified by his owner so as to be perfectly soundproof and to get an all-
proof sheeting: the distance from the real world represents a virtual and
nonsensical uterus which gives the illusion of protection, but that actually
cannot be protective at all.

Eric eats, sleeps, has sex, sees his Stock Exchange quotations, is
visited every day by his doctor who checks his heart, his organs, ats,
leeps. the illusion of protection, but that actually cannot be protective
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at all.nyl Canadian filmaker his prostate, and even performs his
physiological functions.

The young Wall Street shark apparently does not have any feeling,
not even on that very day when he is losing almost all his millionaire
capital: “Yuan cannot keep on rising... “ but is rises and rises still against
any prediction.

The apocalyptic visions are not just imagined by the spectator, but they
are also experienced directly, since numerous groups of unidentified
“Indignados” throw incendiary bottles at cars, clash with the police, leave
their dead on the ground... Explicit quotations from Strange Days, the
wonderful film by Kathryn Bigelow who proposed a similar apocalypse
with a Third Millennium and Millennium Bug syndrome.

Quite odd, but also appaling, is the metaphor of New York devoured by
violence and seen from the limousine smoked windows where the protagonist
pretends to keep on living a fake life in a fake world.

The theme of virtual reality and true reality is again obsessively present in
this slow-paced, distressing film where the dialogues should be analyzed
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sentence by sentence and, so, for cinephiles, it is absolutely necessary to
watch it at least 4 or 5 times.

A very particular scene is the one where, again inside the torpedo-car,
the doctor lingers in searching with his finger the internal part of the
protagonist’s anus while the latter discusses on the algorithm that should
control the swing of the yuan. 

The final drama is probably the one which better explains the  message
of the director and of the writer who predicted such a frightful caleidoscope
of situations.

The young protagonist, after his failure at the Stock Exchange, reaches a
sniper who is prepared to kill him and confronts him in a run-down building.
The stage designing of the final scene apperas as the best key to read the
whole film, together with its dialogues.

Old screens with cathod-ray tubes heaped one on the other and
keyboards of old computers in almost destroyed buildings, mark the end of
the dreams of a former financial expert who has worked for the American
millionaire in times when – until a little more than ten years ago – a man-
computer interaction was still possible to intervene on the trend of the Stock
Exchange market. Eric boasts his capacity of predicting everything, and so
he says, under the threat of a gun, that his doctor diagnosed him with an
asymmetrical prostate. “I have an asymmetrical prostate too” – the other
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exclaims “… and there lies the problem with everything: you have predicted
every single temporal swing that can lead you to the trend of yuan, but you
have not predicted the asymmetry, only the symmetrical oscillations.

This is why you have lost everything and I will kill you”. 
Thus the curtain falls on one of the many versions through which the

collective unconscious has externalized its own ancestral and archetypal
anguish on the cyclical catastrophic visions of a world doomed to an
inescapable disappearance.

Do not forget the razor blades.
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